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Kennedy's PT Boat Found in Pacific 

Wed May 29, 4:05 AM ET 


SYDNEY, Australia (AP) - Shipwreck hunter Robert Ballard said Wednesday he has found the World 
boat commanded by John F. Kennedy in the Pacific Ocean off the Solomon Islands. 


War II patrol 


The remains of the wooden boat, PT 109, were lying on the seabed in the Blanket Strait 
Georgia group of islands, Ballard told Solomon Islands Broadcasting Corp. radio. 


near Gizo in the New 


Gizo is 235 miles northwest of the capital of the Solomons, Honiara. 


Ballard who led a team that found the Titanic shipwreck in 1985, said he located the wreckage of Kennedy's boat 
ast week after searching for about a week. He did not provide further details of the discovery, citing contractual 
obligations over film and magazine rights to the search. 


T pfj ra ^ 10 rep ° r ^ said a National Geographic (news - web sites) documentary will be released in November. Members 
o the National Geographic team in the Solomon Islands did not immediately return calls seeking comment. 


The PT 109 sank in August 1943 after it was hit by a Japanese warship. 


It is unknown how much of the boat remains besides the engines. Water is expected to have caused extensive 
damage to the hull. 

Ballard who found the wreck of the Titanic and other historic ships, had planned to use remote cameras to search 


The late president s brother, Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, a Massachusetts Democrat, and daughter, Caroline Kennedy 

agreed to the expedition after being assured that the site would not be disturbed. Two members of Kennedy's crew 
died when the boat was hit. y 


In a 1999 interview, Ballard said PT 109 is "not lost, just misplaced." But he added 
area full of unexploded ordnance would be "no fun." 


searching for the vessel in an 


Kennedy was commanding a patrol in August 2, 1943, when the boat was hit and cut in two by a Japanese destroyer. 

Kennedy and 10 other survivors swam 15 hours to reach a nearby island. He towed one injured survivor, engineer 
Patrick Henry McMahon, by swimming with a strap from McMahon's lifejacket in his teeth. 


They later swam to another island where there were coconuts to eat. Kennedy carved a message into one coconut 
and gave it to a native islander to take to rescuers. 















































Patrol torpedo boats, such as the PT109, had mahogany hulls. Plywood was used for the internal structures, chart 
houses and gun turrets. They were 80 feet long and powered by 12-cylinder gasoline engines. 


The boats were used primarily to attack surface ships, but they also were used to lay mines and smoke screens, to 
rescue downed aviators and to carry out intelligence operations. 
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U.S.: Pakistan Pulling Troops Back 

Tue May 28,11:54 PM ET 


By ROBERT BURNS, AP Military Writer 


WASHINGTON (AP) - In a potential blow to the anti-terror war, Pakistan appears to be preparing to pull troops 
away from the Afghanistan (news - w eb sites ) border to focus on its own dispute with India over Kashmir (news - 
websites) on the other side of Pakistan, U. S. defense officials said Tuesday. 


Photos 



Slideshows 



Reuters 

^ India-Pakistan Dispute 


Audio/Video 


E L Terror 
War (AP) 


& Pakistan Missile Test 
Heightens Tension 

(Reuters) 


The Pakistani military presence has been a key element of the U.S. strategy for capturing or 
killing Taliban and al-Qaida fighters who may have slipped across the border. Without 
Pakistan's help, the United States has little short-term prospect of finishing off al-Qaida. 

American military officials made clear Tuesday they are worried that the dispute between 
Pakistan and India over the contested Kashmir region could disrupt the campaign against 
the al-Qaida in the anarchic tribal areas of western Pakistan. 

"Attention and troops that cannot be focused there, because they're focused elsewhere, 
that s a concern for us, because we need as much assistance as possible in guarding that 
very porous border," Victoria Clarke, chief spokeswoman for Defense Secretary Donald H 
Rumsfeld, told reporters. 

"It is a concern when they have to focus attention and people to other parts of the country," 
she added. She said U.S. officials "are encouraging Pakistan to remain involved, as they 
have been, extensively, in the war on terrorism." 

Pakistan said last week that it might remove troops from the Pakistan-Afghanistan border 
region, where they are helping the United States search for al-Qaida and Taliban, and move 
them toward Kashmir because of the escalating conflict in the border region. 

India and Pakistan have a million troops on high alert along their border and the line of 
control through Kashmir, a former principality of British India that now is three-fifths 
controlled by India and two-fifths by Pakistan. 


Main was applying diplomatic pressure on Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf. Foreign Secretary Jack Straw met 
with Musharraffin Islamabad, Pakistan's capital, and reminded him of "expectations of the international community 
to take action ... to crack down on cross-border terrorism." 


India and Pakistan have fought three wars since achieving independence from Britain in 1947. Both nations claim the 
Himalayan province in its entirety. 





























































Parliament' ThTtroonl ree Wamed ^ » December suicide assault on the Indian 

army base toSUStaiSETpSE" ^ ^ "* “** ^ “ 4 ” °" “ “» 

IhattLdfehu ?? January t0 halt ter t rorists “perating from Pakistani territory. India says he has done little to fulfill 
peo^hfve died " ™ y a ™ il,g Islamic mili,ants In the P ast 12 years, at least 60,000 

K a shmSn. W k U , ld n0t Say ., W ! lethe ' Pakistan has moved ‘ r °°ps front the North West Frontier Province to the 
p-eparing^o move * “ ° ffiC ' a Speaking °" C ° ndition of: anonymity cited signs that Pakistani troops are 

"It's got us concerned," said Brig. Gen. John Rosa, the deputy operations director for the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

from AfotSin' d r efense T iStar “ d fi « htera from 0sama bin Laden (news - web sitesV s al-Qaida network and 
from Afghanistan s former ruling Taliban have fled to Pakistan-controlled Kashmir. 

x u5l ia lH haVe , b f en ta ' ki ,r g Wi ' h b °‘ h Sid6S because ofwha, Clarke called 8 rave concern that the India-Pakistan 
dispute could escalate into all-out war, or even a nuclear exchange. 

^ln^wdl^roduce results SP ° keSman PhiHp Reeker ex P ressed ho Pe that outside appeals to India and Pakistan for 

W^A tha ! m ad ?, tl0n t0 Str ^, Deputy U S ' Secretar y o f State Richard Armitage will travel to South Asia on 
June 4. Armitage will meet with Pakistani officials June 6 and Indian officials the next day. 

"We're looking for evidence that infiltration has stopped," Reeker said, referring to the support Muslim militants in 
s mir receive from Pakistani-based groups. "The highest priority is to get the tension down." 

therein 011, C ° nServative Heritage Foundation, said the Bush administration has to focus on U.S. interests in 

ZnZhZTJ- tr00 nT d P T nnd depIoyed in Pakistan ’" he said "We don't want them to be nuked. We don't 
want them (India and Pakistan) to start a war that will escalate to a nuclear exchange." 

Clarke and Rosa said the U.S. military has no plans to pull back the thousands of U.S. military personnel in the 
general region, who could potentially be affected if India and Pakistan fired nuclear weapons at each other. 

7 oon J A ted Stat ? HaS tr ° 0P c u Pakistan as wel1 as aboard shi P s in the northern Arabian Sea. There are more than 
7,000 American troops in Afghanistan. 

A new analysis by the Defense Intelligence Agency suggests that 8 million to 12 million people would be killed in a 
anonymhy" ^ PaklStan ’ accordingt0 a u s - defense official, speaking on the condition of 

tZlTZ preSUmeS that b ° th T " dia and Pakistan successfully use most of the weapons in their nuclear arsenals and 

Sow l WeaP ° n H T popu ated ar f s ’ the official said Both countries' nuclear weapons are thought to number in 
the low dozens and have yields similar to the weapon the United States dropped on Hiroshima, Japan, in 1945. 

missiles" ^ ^ ^ fi S hter - bombers ’ such as Pakistan's F-16 and India's MiG-27, or ballistic 
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NASA Finds Water, Water Everywhere on Mars 

Tue May 28, 4:04 PM ET 

By Maggie Fox, Health and Science Correspondent 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A huge sea of ice lies just under the surface of Mars, ready to be tapped by future 
explorers as a source of fuel and maybe even drinking water, scientists report. 


Photos 



It might also harbor life, and certainly explains where some of the water went when Mars 
went from being a warm and wet place to the cold, diy desert it is now, the researchers 
report in this week's issue of the journal Science. 

"It turns out it is really quite a bit more ice than I think most people ever really expected," 
William Boynton of the University of Arizona, who led one of the studies being published 
this week, said in a telephone interview. 


Reuters Photo 


What we are seeing is there is a layer of ice just a little beneath the surface. It is maybe a 
meter (three feet) beneath the surface." He said the quantity seen compares to the amount of 
water in Lake Michigan, one of the Great Lakes between Canada and the United States. 

Scientists studying Mars have been looking for water for a number of reasons. For one, life as we know it requires 

water, and anyone who wants to spend any time on the planet would need water to drink and to use as a source of 
hydrogen for fuel. 

" T 5 e D a 'y° u " t of water present on Mars is sufficiently large that it can support future human exploration activities " 
said Bill Feldman of the Department of Energy (news - w eb sites )'s Los Alamos National Laboratory who helped 
direct the research. F 

"We see it is and it a big, huge whopping jumble of soil and ice," NASA (news - web sitesV s Jim Garvin said. "It's a 

lot of stuff and it was found in a way that not totally expected and it bodes well for Mars offering us more goodies as 
we go into the ground." 6 

Scientists are also fascinated by what the finding means for understanding the weather and geology of Mars. 
GAMMA AND NEUTRON RAYS 

Mars seems to have once had water on the surface - lots of it. There are deep canyons, one deeper and wider than 
anything on Earth, and places that look like dried-up lake or seabeds. 

The surface is now dry and dusty and the ice that covers the poles is frozen carbon dioxide. With average surface 
temperatures of-63 degrees F, and a thin atmosphere, there is little hope of finding water at the surface. 














































But NASA has used a range of instruments to see if water is there and if so, if it is easy to get at. 


Evidence has been seen in photographs of seeping water, and the orbiting Odyssey spacecraft was directed to look 
tor chemical evidence of water, which should be recognizable because of its high hydrogen content. 


Hydrogen quickly combines with other elements, so if it is found on a cold planet, it is very likely to have teamed 
with oxygen to form water. 


up 


Odyssey looked at the ways gamma and neutron rays interacted with particles on the planet and indeed found strong 
evidence of hydrogen just under the surface. 

The regions examined extend from the south pole of Mars to about 45 degrees latitude. "It's kind of equivalent to the 
latitude of Pans," Boynton said. 

"It's very close to the surface and so the astronauts could get at it easily," he added. "Some people were talking 
about getting some complicated devices that would extract water from soil if there was only 1 to 2 percent water 
and you d have to heat it to high temperatures to get it out.” 

But this water is so plentiful it would only have to be heated to 33 degrees F to be usable. 

Garvin said astronauts would not drink it - at least not right away. "If Martian microbes are sitting there waiting to 
bloom, the last thing we would want is a war of the worlds waiting to blow up in our bellies," he said. 

Scientists from across the United States joined up with Russian and French teams to analyze Odyssey's data. It will 

take much more work to confirm that the substance found on Mars really is frozen water But the experts seem 
convinced. 


"The subsurface ice detected by the Odyssey instruments represents only the tip of an iceberg frozen under ground " 
Jim Bell or Cornell University, wrote in a commentary in Science. 

Spacecraft sent to Mars in the 1970s probably missed the ice by just a few inches (cm), Boyton said. 

The interesting thing is, it looks like the Viking 2 lander actually landed in a region that we think probably had the 
same ice beneath it," he said. 

"If they could have dug down a meter (three feet) deep instead of 10 to 20 cm (four to eight inches) they could have 

found this ice. Isnt that interesting? They were probably right on top of it all the time and never had the slightest idea 
it was there." 6 
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